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The More Things
Change...

A treasured family retreat is refreshed and revived, but remains the
same home that has provided happy memories for generations.

ABOVE: The northwestern
Connecticut home’s camp-
style aesthetic—rough-
sawn wide clapboards and
white-painted, wood-framed
windows—is characteristic
of the work of Ruth Maxon
Adams, who designed it in
the 1920s. RIGHT: The porch,
made of reclaimed timbers
from the property, is new.
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he house stood for a lifetime

on high ground in northwest-

ern Connecticut, on a plot of

rolling farmland that had been
largely reforested over the years. The
wood-clad summer home—some would
call it a cabin, a cottage, a camp—was
built in 1928 in a clearing in the woods.
It had settled, uninterrupted, into its site
when architect Jacob Albert assessed it
five years ago. “Rock outcroppings are a
big part of the character of the land,”
says Albert, “and the stone of the founda-
tion and chimneys seems to grow out of
the rocks.”

Indeed, says owner Roxana Robinson,
a novelist and biographer who frequently
does her writing here. The house belonged
to her grandparents, and her grandfather
had been highly attuned to nature, she
says. Many native woods and stones were
used in construction of the home.

The dwelling was a welcome retreat in
warm weather, but when Robinson and
her husband became sole owners six years
ago, they decided to make a few practical
improvements. “We wanted to winterize
it, but otherwise change it as little as pos-
sible,” she says.

In all the ways that mattered, they
wanted to keep the home intact.



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The house was designed to
tuck into its wooded, rocky ledge. The fireplace,
untouched in the renovation, is built of local stone.
The stone porch looks out on a view of a pond. FAC-
ING PAGE, FROM TOP: Interior designer Kerry Wilson
recommended paint colors and furniture arrange-
ments. A new entry hall was designed to house the
homeowners’ collection of books.
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Albert, a principal of the Boston firm
Albert, Righter & Tittmann Architects,
respected the lineage of the home. It
was designed by Ruth Maxon Adams, an
informally trained architect (women were
not permitted to practice architecture
back in her day) who had designed nine

The home was originally
designed by Ruth Maxon

Adams, an informally
trained architect (women
were not permitted to practice
architecture back in her day).

other houses in the area. The distinctive
building has a “picturesque composition,
small-paned casement windows, wide
clapboards, and rustic details character-
istic of Adams’s work,” says Albert, who
took on the project with colleagues J.B.
Clancy and Jim Righter. “We were com-
mitted to honoring and augmenting this
existing character.”

For year-round comfort, the team gut-
ted the inside and insulated the walls. The
3,600-square-foot house also underwent
a few functional changes to the floor plan.
The design included a new entry porch,
entry hall, and mudroom. A separate
garage with a writer’s studio was built in a
compatible style with similar materials.

In keeping with Robinson’s wishes,
original materials were saved and reused.
Fireplace surrounds made of native stone
were left alone, for example. “The floors of
white birch—unusual as a building mate-
rial—were preserved,” says Robinson.
She remembers that contractor George T.




3 /

1
gl
Py

/

’h e
,‘ etrgmean Gesm o &

florijn

HOME

90 Central Street
Wellesley, MA 02482

781.772.2180

i BN P Y T floriinhome.com

AL

2:30-5:30
Monday - Saturday

fresh european design for home, garden, and gift

professional designer discount/ merchandise loan on approval

Charleton was so conscientious he made
sure to find some rare white birch to
match the floors in the new entry hall.
Even elements that were less than ideal
were preserved. The upstairs hall’s quirky
interior windows, for instance, compro-
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Natural wood trim,
birch floors, a muted
palette, and William
Morris—inspired
wallpapers create a
backdrop for period
furnishings, many
of them family heir-
looms. FACING PAGE:
New flooring and
cabinetry give the
kitchen a fresh look.

mise privacy, but they stayed. Robinson
was advised to replace the French doors
in the living room with windows, but that
would have altered an important archi-

tectural detail, so the doors still stand.
All of the old natural wood trim, as well
as doors and their hardware, remained in
place, too. The interiors were furnished
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under the guidance of New York City inte-
rior designer Kerry Wilson, who says the
house is a reflection of the homeowners.
“I helped them with paint colors, fabrics,”




says Wilson. “We repurposed some
pieces and moved others. This home had
belonged to Roxana’s grandparents, and
my role was to help re-imagine it for her.”
The brown-stained, rough-sawn wide
clapboards of the exterior were retained.
Many of the wood-framed casement

Constructed of timbers from an old oak
tree that grew on the site, the new porch
“improves the relationship with the out-
doors,” says Albert. The worn asphalt of
the roof was replaced with cedar shingles
for a more authentic look.

Noted landscape architect Patrick
Chassé was responsible for the natural
landscape design. “It was important to
keep the woodsy, unmanicured feeling of
the site,” says Albert, even while building
a garage and improving the driveway and
access to the house.

The old house is still a rustic camp with
rough-hewn beams and craggy stone
chimneys, but, he says, “it has the com-
forts and amenities of home.”

Robinson confesses that the remodel-
ing process was a bit stressful. “I know
how much my mother loved the house,”
she says. “We were very, very careful
windows, now trimmed in white, were about making changes.”

‘ Now that it’s finished, though, she’s
pleased to know that she has preserved
“the contextual fabric” of the home she
enjoyed as a child. «

saved, and new ones were made to look
just like the old.
The only obvious alteration to the

facade came when the recessed entry

porch was enclosed to create the new RESOURCES For more information about this home,

see page 233.

entry hall, and a true porch was added.
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