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Vermont Vil

A New England house combines design precedents.

ver the years, the Boston-based firm Albert, Righter & Tittmann (AR&T) has designed dozens of tra-
Llllumn”\ |mpm‘d vet umquL residences that bear the distinet touch of |:r|n(1p1[§ Jn(‘oh All Dert, Jamc
Righter and John Tittmann. In Windsor County, VT, a recently completed, 5,500-sq.ft. w chCmI;‘
vacation house continues that tradition, as local farmhouse meets Neoclassical Furopean villa

The combination of ‘\'L‘L‘Illi[lUl\' unrelated parts grew out of the client’s diiparalt g(la]%' the house needed
to both feel as though it bclong‘crl in Vermont :m(l pay homage to his German background. To satisfy those
requirements, principal-in- LI]&lUL John Tittmann created an arrival wing that reflects t the local farmhouse ver-
nacular and a main wing inspire d by the villas of the 19th- u'ulm y German architect Karl Friedrich Schinkel.

“The idea was that it's a house that hvl(mg& in Vermont,” says Tittmann. “But when you go through the house
to the private side, it has its own pr esence.”

On the east-facing entry wing, AR&T created a relaxed composition with white clapboards, square porch
posts, two-over-two windows with green shutters and caves without flat soffits. On the west facade, tall French
doors, bracketed roof overhangs and a severe regularity speak to Neoclassical European villa traditions.

“The major wing of the homc is a temple form ‘and a Ll'nsmmno element that picks up, somewhat vaguely, on
Schinkel’s villa architec ture,” says Tittmann, who notes that the (|c‘»lgn is slightly experimental. “It is a CUHJUL in
the sense that you do have these two unrelated parts coming toge ther. You u)ul(] say that one has nothing to do

N
Top: Boston, MA-bascd Albert, Righter & Tittmann designed this 5,500-s¢.M1. home, along with a 1,700-sq.ft. barn
and 860-sq.ft. pool house, in Windsor County, VT. The arrival wing draws on local farmhouse traditions, including a
steep gable, an additive shed, a simple porch with square posts and two-over-two, duublc-llung windows. Al photos:
Robert Benson Photography
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On a site that lacks southern
exposure, the house was ori-
ented to take advantage of the S

primary views to the west. A

porch stretches the ]cngih of
the west-facing fagade, while

a covered walkway links the
main house and the barn to the
south. Site plan: courtesy of Albert,
Righter & Tittmann, Inc.

with the other, but many houses have different characters to them,
It’s a lnng way from the Villa Rotunda, where every picce is part of
one _\:ing[(‘ whole, but it’s a h}'l)rid the way we Americans are h_\'brid.
We are international, but we are local.” -
In the interior, a minimalist aesthetic much sparer than typical
AR&T projects guided the design, a process that Tittmann describes
as tuning the level of ornament to what the client was looking for.
“The interior added a third strategy to the design,” he says, “but,
overall, it does what a lot of our houses do. We are very mindful
of ha.\'ing lig_hl on both sides. The primary views and !ig]ll are to the
west, and the lcmg, thin dcsign gives all the rooms western views.”
On the first floor, those rooms include the kitchen, dining room, liv-

le, with its tall French

Principal John Tittmann says the wes

doors, I.Iirl')lll_'.-ll'l windows, al ol columns

and bracketed roof overhang: spired by
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ing room, library, powder room and an expansive ]}()rch, The second
floor includes four bedrooms and three bathrooms.

The windows were .\'upp[it-(l |)}' Marvin Windows & Doors, while
the doors were su])plicd |1}' Marvin and Brosco. Other ku_\_’ suppliers
included Fair Haven, VT-based Vermont Structural Slate (flooring);
Fall River, MA-based Lighl()licr (]ighting); and Wayne, NJ-based GAF
Materials Corp. (Timberline roofing).

Along with the main house, the project also included an 860-sq.ft.
pool house and a |,700—sq.i‘t. barn. While phntm’::hai(.'s were placed
on the south-facing roof of the barn, Tittmann says that the best green
energy system is an efficient envelope; the house has a high degree of
insulation and all of the l'ralning is air-sealed.
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Axial views:
' the interiol
as seen in
from the li
to the stud:

In contrast to the exterior, the client desired a sparer, less ornamented,
minimalist interior; the entry features a Gustavian burcau and a gray and
white color scheme.

A colonnade linking the house and barn features rustic, locally
milled, cedar columns that contrast the robust, high-style columns
of the main porch. “There is a hierarchy stepping down from high to
low, from the main house to both the farmhouse wing and the barn,”
says Tittmann. “There is high and low style, and near and far history
all mixed together. We weren’t trying to replicate anything here — we
were trying to make it particular, but universal,

“What the house is trying to do is pick up multiple histories at
the same time. It's trying to pick up the local Vermont history, as
well as the p(‘r\:)naf hlston of the ¢l ient, but not in a w ay that wnul(]
be meaningless to someone else. Pcople don’t have to know about
Schinkel to pick up the temple form. The temple form is a kind of
an abstraction of a Doric temple. The way that it is sited, with the
plinth that we created for it, creates a kind of acropolis. So there is
Vermont, there is Schinkel and there is ancient Greece, all rolled into
one element.” — Will Holloway

Right: The deep overhang of the eave and the rake pays homage to Schinkel’s
Court Gardener House in Potsdam, Germany.
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