CELEBRATING FINE DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE

Cape&lslands

Summer 2010

Sweet Summer Life!

Design Addiction on Nantucket
An QOasis of Seaside Serenity
The Cape’s Art Heart

A7 3-8
PLUS: AREA DESIGNERS SHARE . B )
THEIR FAVORITE OUTDOOR FINI:L,. g P

ot T L1-T 11113

) o
$5.95U5 $6.95CAN

o y
e
| P A, e
g E 3
5 L=
bt
. o
— p - s |
% | - L
. o .
A - .
' 4 ¥
iy v -
»
5 .-_‘>.:v e ¥ J .
B> i3
: #
Lot e
= T
i AN
#
} , A8,
!

0 174470702556 "6

Display unti] Novembers; 2010
4 .

WWW.NEHOMEMAGICOM




- Happy Campers

Gambrel roofs and low eaves give the
house its horizontal, ground-hugging
quality. Native‘plantings help anchor

the home to ij:s waterfront site. +
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A family’s breezy new Martha’s Vineyard home borrows what theyloved

best about the rustic island house they rented for years. ext ay pauLA .
BODAH « PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN VANDEN BRINK ¢ ARCHITECTURE: JACOB ALBERT, KAREN

KIM AND ERIC ROCHON, ALBERT, RIGHTER & TITTMANN ARCHITECTS * INTERIOR DESIGN:
VICTORIA BAKER, SU CASA DESIGNS » CONTRACTOR: JOSEPH CHAPMAN, DOYLE
CONSTRUCTION * LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE: CHRIS HORIUCHI, HORIUCHI AND SOLIEN
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o many of life’s sweetest memories are forged during
summers in a special place. Ask Mimi and George
Bennett about that and hear the warmth in their
voices as they recall the fifteen summers they took
their family—children now teenaged and grown,
some with kids of their own—to Martha’s Vineyard.
They rented the same spot every year: a camp-like
setting on a wide swath of land tucked between the
ocean and a golf course. The main house, built back

| around 1912, is rustic and rugged, with exposed

studs and rafters and a wide back porch supported
with tree-trunk columns. Its many rooms can hold
generations at a time, and eighteen people fit easily
around the enormous rough-hewn dining table.

The Bennetts loved everything about the place,
called Big Camp, except the fact that it wasn’t theirs.
So when land right next door came up for sale, they
jumped at the chance to create a place of their own
to build the next generation of memories.

The couple named their new home Little Camp in
homage to its older neighbor, though at 4,600 square
feet, it’s actually quite a bit larger than its namesake.
Downstairs holds the living and dining rooms, a li-
brary, the kitchen with a breakfast nook, a sizable
mudroom and two guest bedrooms that share a bath.
The master suite and two additional bedrooms occu-
py the second floor.

It pays homage to its progenitor in ways that go
beyond its similar name. While the Bennetts didn't
want their new home to be a carbon copy of the old,
they did want to reproduce its casual ruggedness, its
camp-like feel and its breezy spirit.

Enter the team of Jacob Albert, Karen Kim and
Eric Rochon of the Boston-based firm Albert,
Righter & Tittmann Architects. Taking the aspects
of the Big Camp that the Bennetts loved most, the
architects designed a long, low, narrow house. “We
brought the eaves down low and added gambrel
roofs;” says Albert. “There’s plenty of space on the
second floor, but the house has a ground-hugging,
horizontal quality. It’s important, in this community,
for a building to have a low profile, not stick up on
the landscape too much”

Because in most places the house is just one room
deep, every space is washed with light, kissed by
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ocean breezes and looks out on a gorgeous view of
ocean or golf course. “When we wake up in our bed-
room, we can see both those scenes;” George says.
“To have a house that’s narrow enough to have both
those views is pretty exciting”

Like the house next door, the wraparound porch
gets its support from tree-trunk columns. In a touch
of whimsy that references the family’s love of fishing,
the exposed rafters that jut out from under the eaves
look like stylized fish heads. With its cedar shingles
already weathering to silver gray and its muted gray-
green trim, the house nestles into its environment,
looking as if it has been welcoming the family for
summers on end.

The camp feeling continues inside, where fir
floors and white-painted, horizontally paneled walls
make for a breezy, casual ambience.

Like the architectural team, interior designer Vic-
toria Baker looked for inspiration in the old house.
“We wanted to replicate the feel of the old house, but
give it a little more pizzazz, a little more color,” she
says. Baker and Mimi settled on a foundation of
browns that run the gamut from pale sand to dark
taupe, and then added accents of turquoise and coral.

Summer 2010 MNew England Home’s Cape & Islands 57







Summer 2010 New England Home’s Cape & Islands 59



60 New England Home’s Cape & Islands Summer 2010

point: the enormous dining table, which held a spe-
cial place in George's heart. “It has tons to do with
the soul of the place,” he says.

Upstairs, the light-filled master bedroom is made
even brighter with its white walls, sea-blue accents
and cheery fabrics with lime and aqua florals on a
white background. Mimi’s getaway spot, a sleeping
porch and study with windows on three sides, sits
just off the master bedroom. George doesn't like to
miss a chance to look out at the water, so the archi-
tects designed a clever shaving spot in the master
bath where mirrors in front of him and behind him
reflect the goings-on outside the window.

It may hold echoes of the beloved old place where
the Bennett family spent so many happy summers,
but Little Camp is very much its own place, fresh as a
summer breeze, warm as the summer sun and ready
to make its own set of memories. “We cherish the fact
that the old house had so much history, and we like
to think the new place will as well,” Mimi says.

“It's magical,” George adds. “The people who built
this place, their souls went into it «

Resources For more information about this home, see
page 100,








